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Even though most of what Jesus says in John 10 He says of 
Himself -- and rightly so, for He is the focus of our faith, and 
not us -- He gives us a glimpse into what it means to be a part 
of His flock.  When people came to Him at the temple asking 
for a definite answer as to whether He was the Christ, Jesus 
said, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in 
my Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe 
because you are not my sheep.”  Those who belong to His 
flock and those who do not are separated, according to 
Christ’s own word, by only one thing -- faith.  The Shepherd’s 
sheep BELIEVE in their Shepherd.  They may not be able to 
comprehend all it is that He does for them, and they don’t 
have to, but they look to Him for their help and guidance, and 
will never be disappointed by what He does for them.  We 
cannot even begin to fathom all that Christ, out of love did for 
us.  From the creation of the world to the salvation won for 
us by His death on the cross to the daily bread we receive 
from a gracious God—we and our frail, human understanding 
cannot grasp all that has been done for us by our God.  Yet 
we, as His sheep, believe and confess these things to be true.  
We look to the Shepherd and trust in Him for our souls’ 
salvation.  We look to Him for our daily bread.  We look upon 
Him and believe, because the Holy Spirit has called us to faith. 

But His sheep do more than just believe.  Jesus says they also 
are sheep who LISTEN.  Jesus says, “My sheep listen to my 
voice.”  The King James and other translations of the 
Bible use the word “hear” in place of “listen to,” and 
that’s all right, because in order for us to listen, we 
must be able to hear.  But here Jesus implies that 
His sheep do more than just recognize that the 

Shepherd is calling them.  They do 
more than just hear His cry.  They 

also take notice of that which 
He says to them.  At times 

we come to church and 
“hear” the Shepherd speak 

to us through His Word, and yet 
we don’t necessarily “listen to” what He 

is saying to us.  Perhaps our attention 
has been drawn away from the Word by 
the long list of things we still want to get 

done that day.  Perhaps we become fascinated by the colors of 
the stained glass windows.  Perhaps the sounds of the birds 
outside of church causes us to yearn to be outside.  Then the 
words of hope and life our Shepherd seeks to comfort us with 
lose their meaning and become just another sound that drowns 
out the quiet of the morning.  And of course there are those times 
when we choose not to hear or listen to the Shepherd at all.  
Christ says, “My sheep listen to my voice.” 

And when they listen to the Shepherd, they also FOLLOW Him.  In 
speaking to those men who heard Him preach and teach often, 
but never listened to a word He said, Jesus said, “My sheep listen 
to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”  Unlike the 
Western world, where most animals, including sheep, are driven, 
are pushed, are directed from behind, in ancient times, and still 
today in the Middle East, sheep are lead.  The shepherd goes 
before them, and they follow in his footsteps.  Jesus does not 
drive us or push us, but gently walks before us and invites us to 
follow.  Of course there are dangers associated with such a 

shepherding style.  If the sheep don’t want to 
follow, there is nothing to stop them from turning 

aside and getting lost.  If they really don’t want 
to follow the shepherd, they can lie down 
wherever they might be and just stay there.  In 
many respects, that is the kind of shepherding 
technique that Jesus uses with us.  Though He 
calls and invites us to follow Him, He does not 

put a leash on us and drag us behind Him, nor 
does He take a whip and drive us in front 

of Him.  He simply calls us by His Word, 
and says, “Dear Christian, follow me!”   

The Shepherd, Jesus Christ -- our 
Good Shepherd -- has time and 

again proved Himself to be the 
Shepherd He claims to be.  He 
knows His sheep and He 
protects them.  And we, His 
sheep, by the grace of God, 

believe in our Shepherd, listen 
to His voice, and follow Him 

wherever He might lead.   



Special Four-Week Bible Study 
First Thessalonians, taught by  

Pastor Phil Huebner, April 27
th

 – May 19
th

 
“Two-thousand years ago Christians in Thessalonica were facing 
persecution, struggling through the pains 
of life, and living in uncertainty about the 
End Times. Not much has changed! Over 
these four weeks we will look closely at 
how the apostle Paul encouraged a new 
mission congregation to band together as a 
family of believers in difficult times waiting 
for Christ’s return. This special letter will 
encourage us to do the same.”  
 

Spiritual  Growth 

Our spiritual growth programs will resume on Sunday, April 28 
at 9:15 a.m. with our Kids Bible Time and Kingdom Kids 
programs. Our Adult Sunday morning Bible Classes will resume 
at 9:20 a.m.  Pastor Phil Huebner of WLHS will teach a series of 
lessons on 1 Thessalonians.  Our Monday Night Bible Class will 
resume on April 29, at 7:45 p.m. with a brief study on the “Book 
of Praises” (a.k.a. the “Psalms”).  Our Friday morning Early Bird 
Bible Class will resume on May 3 at 8:00 a.m. with our study of 
the Book of Galatians.  You are welcome and encouraged to join 
us for any of our spiritual growth programs for yourself and 
your family.  

Social Dinner 
Our Annual Social Dinner will be at the Machine Shed in 
Pewaukee.  The date is May 19 with a Fellowship Hour at 5:30 
and dinner served promptly at 6:00.  All of you are invited to 
come and welcome our new members over the past year.  Our 
new members will all receive a free dinner for the event.  The 

rest of us will pay for our 
dinners.  Watch for the signup 
sheet to be posted soon!   
Sincere thanks to our 
Fellowship Team for 
organizing this event!    

Confirmation 
Twenty young people made their confirmation promises on 
Palm Sunday, April 14; they are:  

AVA BIESTERFELD  TYLER KOHLS LUKE RODGERS 
AMELIA BUTLER CHRISTIAN LOHR MORGAN SCHROETER 
SOPHIE CARLSON ELAINA MCADAMS OLIVIA SIEVERT 
REBECCA CREAGAN JONAH MILLER NATALIE STRAND 
NICOLE DUNN LAUREN OLSON CONNER VIERCK 
ELLA GOEDE CASEY OTT BLAKE WETZEL 
CAYDEN HUBMANN SHELBY RENEAU  

May the Lord enable them to keep their promises faithfully and 
to be frequent guests at the Lord’s Supper together with us. 

Star Bowling Event & Silent Auction  
to benefit the Star Student Fund 

The Star Student Fund Bowling Event takes 
place on Sunday, May 5th. Registration starts 
at 1:00pm; bowling begins at 1:30pm. 
Sign-up sheets for the bowling event 
are located on the credenza in the 
church gathering area. Silent auction 
item will be available for viewing 
beforehand in the church gathering area and will 
conclude at the bowling event.  This is a fun family event, 
so please join us!  

 
 We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this month: 
Matthew Swartz.  May the Lord bless his growth in faith 
and love for Him among us!    

Oatmeal Containers Needed 
We are in need of small (7-inch) cylindrical 
oat-meal containers, without lids, to be 
turned into drums for the summer music 
camp. There will be a box set up in the church 
entry beginning the end of April. 

 

To my dearest friends and family,  
 

Instead of having an annual  
benefit this year, my family and I  
ask that you join us at this year's  
Strain for the Brain. 
 

It's on Sunday, June 2, 2019 at a different  
location this year than last! The walk/run will be held at 
the Harley Davidson Museum grounds. 
 

All registration and donations go towards brain cancer 
research. It's time someone found a cure! You can 
register to run/walk (all ages welcome), even my 84 year 
old Nana walked it last year.  You can register at their 
webpage: http://strainforthebrain.org  While registering 
look for "Stephanie's Striders”.... I'm challenging us to 
make a BIGGER team than last year! 
 

If you can't make it, you can make a donation to my page 
here: <https://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/stephanie-
smokovich/Strain-For-The-Brain-5K-Run-Walk-
20193?fbclid=IwAR0dx_Sv4Dqr1pdSSve-u1X-Ycs6eLPg-
d2lmZ6M-JvRPD0ycJj96F3L-Xk> 
 

Thank you as always for your continued prayers and 
support.  
Wishing you a blessed Easter! 
 

Love, 
Stephanie Smokovich  
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CALL UPDATE 
Mr. Dan Larabee (our 5

th
 grade homeroom & 

social studies teacher) has received a call to 
serve as 3rd grade teacher at Eastfork, 
Arizona.  Former Star teacher (and still 

member) Blair Schaper (currently teaching at 

WLHS) has also received a call to teach at 
Eastfork.  Please Mr. Schaper, and Mr. 
Larabee and his family in your prayers at they 
deliberate these calls. 

MEN’S SOFTBALL 
Our season will begin on Tuesday, April 30, 
weather permitting.  Schedules will be out 
soon.  All of the games will be on Tuesday 
nights at the Malone Park.  Admission is free!  
Fan support is welcomed.   

WLHS Prism Concerts will be held Friday, 
May 17 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 18 at 
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 19 at 2:00 and 
7:30 p.m. in the WLHS gymnasium. Enjoy 
the God-given talents of our student 
ensembles, solos, duets, choirs and bands. 
Advance tickets are $7 for adults and $4 for 
children or at the door, $8 for adults and $5 
for children. Tickets are assigned first come, 
first served. Purchase tickets in person at 
the WLHS front office, or visit: 
www.wlhs.org/finearts for online and mail-
in registration information. 

Save Lives One Step at a Time: 
Save lives one step at a time with the Life-A-
Thon! Hosted by WELS Lutherans for Life, this 
walk/run event will be held on May 11th at 
the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary! 
Participants can choose between a 5K run or 
a two-mile walk, and there will be a ¼ mile 
run for kids! Proceeds from this event will 
directly benefit the pregnancy clinic operated 
by WELS Lutherans for Life and help provide 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, parenting 
classes, and material support for clients. To 
register for this event, please visit life-a-
thon.org. Questions can be directed to Megan 
Landvatter at meganl@alife2.com. See you 
there! 

Call Day Service 
Seminary graduates 
will learn of their 
first assignment 
into the full-time 
ministry at the 
seminary’s Call Day 
Service on Thurs-
day, May 23, at 
10:00 a.m. Second year students will 
receive assignments as vicars at this 
service. The service will be held in the 
campus auditorium. 
  

Graduation Concert 
Celebrating the events of graduation 
week, the Seminary Chorus will 
present a sacred concert in the 
campus auditorium at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 23.  
  

Graduation Service 
As they complete the course of study 
for pastoral ministry, 26 senior 
students will receive the Master of 
Divinity degree at the seminary’s 
Graduation Service to be held on 
Friday, May 24, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
campus auditorium. 

Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee 

Spring Concert 
Join the Lutheran Chorale of 
Milwaukee for a concert of sacred 
music on Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 2:00 
or 4:30 p.m. at St. John's, Wauwatosa 
(7809 Harwood Ave. Wauwatosa, 
WI  53213). The theme is "Jesus, Our 
Refuge" and will feature choral 
favorites, audience participation, 
brass and timpani. A freewill offering 
will be collected. The organ prelude 
will begin 20 minutes before the 
concert. More information at: 
lutheranchorale.org. 

Viking Explorer Camps 
Hey kids! Don’t waste a minute of your 
summer this year. Attend a camp at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School to 
explore a wide variety of activities and 
interests in a Christian setting. Camps 
include: theater, sports, robotics, 
music, cheerleading, and more! For 
more information and to register, visit 
www.wlhs.org/explorers or contact 
Blair Schaper at 414-453-4567, ext 1326 
or blair.schaper@wlhs.org. 

WLC NEWS 
Choir Concert: The 
Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Choir presents 
its Spring Concert on 
May 3 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the college’s Center for Arts and 
Performance. To purchase $10 tickets, 
call 414.443.8802 or visit 
wlc.edu/boxoffice. 

Band Concert: The Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Concert Band presents its Spring 
Concert on May 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
college’s Center for Arts and 
Performance. To purchase $6 tickets, 
call 414.443.8802 or visit 
wlc.edu/boxoffice. 

Leadercast Live: On May 10, Wisconsin 
Lutheran College will be the premier 
Milwaukee broadcast location for 
Leadercast Live, a one-day event 
simulcast live from Atlanta to more than 
100,000 leaders around the globe. For 
information or to register, visit 
wlc.edu/leadercast. 

Sports Camps: Wisconsin Lutheran 
College is offering basketball, football, 
volleyball, running, and soccer camps 
this summer. See wlc.edu/summer for a 
complete list. 

WELS Marriage Enrichment 
& Getaway Weekend 

How is your marriage? Would you like it 
to be healthier? God designed marriage 
and only he can improve the health of 
your marriage. Join us for a two-day 
marriage enrichment event September 
20-21, 2019. The cost is $185 per couple 
and includes a traditional Spanish 
family-style dinner Friday evening & 
lunch catered by Olde Madrid of Racine, 
continental breakfast Saturday morning, 
and all enrichment sessions. Spend two 
days learning how to know each other 
better, appreciate each other more, gain 
trust, manage conflict, nurture intimacy 
and connect with each other 
intentionally – all in the light of God’s 
grace. The result? A healthier marriage. 
Space is limited, so register early. Visit 
www.wels.net/marriage-enrichment for 
more information and to register. 
 

 

As you prepare yourself for worship 
each weekend you may want to visit 

the WELS Worship Helps site. 
The WELS Worship Helps site is at 

https://wels.net/serving-
you/devotions/worship-helps/ 
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Sleep tips: 6 steps to better sleep 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

You're not doomed to toss and turn every night. 
Consider these simple tips for better sleep, from 
setting a sleep schedule to including physical activity 
in your daily routine. 

1. Stick to a sleep schedule 

The recommended amount of sleep for a healthy adult is at 
least seven hours.  

Go to bed and get up at the same time every day. Try to 
limit the difference in your sleep schedule on weeknights and weekends to no 
more than one hour. Being consistent reinforces your body's sleep-wake cycle. 

If you don't fall asleep within about 20 minutes, leave your bedroom and do 
something relaxing. Read or listen to soothing music. Go back to bed when 
you're tired. Repeat as needed. 

2. Pay attention to what you eat and drink 

Don't go to bed hungry or stuffed. In particular, avoid heavy or large meals 
within a couple of hours of bedtime. Your discomfort might keep you up. 

Nicotine, caffeine and alcohol deserve caution, too. The stimulating effects of 
nicotine and caffeine take hours to wear off and can wreak havoc on quality 
sleep. And even though alcohol might make you feel sleepy, it can disrupt sleep 
later in the night. 

3. Create a restful environment 

Create a room that's ideal for sleeping. Often, this means cool, dark and quiet. 
Avoid prolonged use of light-emitting screens just before bedtime. Consider 
using room-darkening shades, earplugs, a fan or other devices to create an 
environment that suits your needs.   Doing calming activities before bedtime, 
such as taking a bath or using relaxation techniques, might promote better 
sleep. 

4. Limit daytime naps 

Long daytime naps can interfere with nighttime sleep. If you choose to nap, 
limit yourself to up to 30 minutes and avoid doing so late in the day. 

5. Include physical activity in your daily routine 

Regular physical activity can promote better sleep. Avoid being active too close 
to bedtime, however.   Spending time outside every day might be helpful, too. 

6. Manage worries 

Try to resolve your worries or concerns before bedtime. Jot down what's on 
your mind and then set it aside for tomorrow.  Meditation also can ease 
anxiety. 

Know when to contact your doctor:  Nearly everyone has an 
occasional sleepless night — but if you often have trouble sleeping, 
contact your doctor. Identifying and treating any underlying causes can 
help you get the better sleep you deserve. 
 

 

 

 

From the 

President 
According to Google, a “millennial” is a person 
“reaching young adulthood in the early 21st 
century” (more specifically, born 1981 – 1996).  
That makes them 23-38 years old now. 

You might ask “so what?” 

Well, almost two years ago, our synod produced a 
written report “A Demographic Study of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod” that 
detailed certain ministry areas in which, walking 
together, we might be able to increase our gospel 
efforts. 

Opportunity is everywhere.  A few areas discussed 
in the Report: 

1. Early Childhood Education 
2. Gospel-Centered Worship 
3. Revitalizing Youth Ministry 
4. Whole-Life Stewardship 
5. Millennial Outreach and Retention 

For the purposes of this essay, let’s focus on #5 . . . 

Several different WELS organizations have been 
studying millennials and their worldviews.  As a 
result of these studies, the WELS compiled what 
was learned into a series of modules to “help 
congregations better understand the unique way 
millennials think about church/religion and 
evaluate how they are doing in retaining members 
and reach potential members in that generation.” 

Now comes the key question:  Would you be 
willing to join a task force to move Star forward in 
this important ministry? 

If you have any interest in participating, I urge you 
to view the following video (it’s only four minutes 
long) narrated by WELS Pastor Jonathan Hein: 

https://welscongregationalservices.net/download/d009/ 

If you have a bit more time, click on the 
“Downloads” button to view the modules (there 
are currently ten separate modules to download, 
including four videos).  Discussion guides are 
included for each of the videos. 

If you have an interest in ministry and might like to 
“make a difference” at Star, here’s your 
opportunity to do so! 

Questions?  Just contact me 
(geneszaj@gmail.com), principal Tim Mueller, or 
speak to one of our pastors. 

See you in church! 
- Gene Szaj 
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ACTUAL YTD MISSION PLAN YTD PRIOR YEAR YTD

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 4/14/19 

Star's 2019 mission 
plan of $1,143,989 
requires average 

weekly offerings of 
$22,000.  The YTD 

mission plan 
amount reported 
above takes into 
consideration the 

variability of 
weekly offerings.  

Based on historical 
giving patterns, 
above average 
offerings are 

received during 
church holidays. 
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